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To the Editor:
With regard to the article mentioned above we would like to in-
form the JID of the potential of fraud in Fig 2 of this manuscript.
This suspicion is based on the fact that the Deutsche Forschungs-
gemeinschaft (DFG) Taskforce investigating the scienti¢c fraud
involving the work of Drs Brach and Hermann, who are coau-
thors on this manuscript, identi¢ed this ¢gure as one of those
that contained evidence of data being manipulated. We would
like to emphasize that we did not know that the data in Fig 2
was potentially fraudulent.We cannot, however, exclude this pos-
sibility because for the corresponding experiments materials left
our lab and were provided to Brach and Hermann for preparing
Fig 2.
We have not been able to locate Dr De Voss, with whom we
lost contact after he left Germany for a postdoc fellowship in the
USA. A nationwide search for Dr Brach was without success.
On the DFG internet page concerning the scienti¢c fraud
of Drs Brach and Hermann, it is stated that Dr Brach is currently
working under a di¡erent name in research in the USA.
We were able to locate Dr Hermann in Munich and have
asked him about the possibility of fraudulent data used in
Fig 2. His answer is included for your information. We would
like to ask you to publish both letters in order to alert the JID’s
readers.
Jean Krutmann, MD
Markus Grewe, MD
Anne Budnik
Institut fur umweltmedizinische Forschung
an der Heinrich-Heine-Universitat gGmbH
Auf ’m Hennekamp 50
40225 Dusseldorf Germany
krutmann@rz.uni-duesseldorf.de
5/2/2003
Herrn Prof. Dr J. Krutman
IUF
Auf ’m Hennekamp 50
40225 Dusseldorf
Dear Dr Krutmann:
Thank you for your recent letter asking for the possibility of
fraudulent data used in Fig 2 of the manuscript by S. de Voss
et al ( J Invest Dermatol 103 : 92^96, 1994).
My contribution to this manuscript was (1) to be the chief of
the Department where some of the work displayed in that paper
took place, and (2) to read the manuscript and to correct the
language when necessary. Thus, I was ^ as you know ^ not at all
involved in the experimental work, which was done by, or under
the advice of Prof. Dr Marion Brach.
She is the only person who can tell you about the results and
experiments coming to display in the forementioned ¢gure.
Unfortunately, I don’t know how to reach Prof. Brach.
Prof. Dr F. Herrmann
Praxis-Klinik
Seestrasse 10^12
80802 Munchen Germany
Prof.herrmann@t-online.de
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